


















The Railway Children Chapter 5 Questions 

1. At the start of the chapter Phyllis describes being in the waiting room while it’s raining 
as “like being in a besieged castle”. What do you think besieged means?

2. What game do the children play while they are waiting for Mother’s train?

3. What does Bobbie give to Jim (the engineer from the last chapter) as a thank you for 
fixing Peter’s toy engine?

4. Why does the stranger create a scene at the station?

5. Where is the stranger from?

6. What language can the stranger speak, apart from his native language?

7. Why does the Station Master think he should maybe call the police about the 
stranger?

8. What was the Doctor doing when Bobbie finds him?

9. What does the doctor say the stranger needs to get better?

10. What was in the big black trunk in Mother’s room that the children had never seen the 
inside of before?

11. What does the contents of the trunk make Bobbie think might have happened?

12. Why does Phyllis have to sleep on a mattress on the floor?

13. What does Peter come into the girls’ bedroom pretending to be?

14. What do you think a Czar is? If you don’t know just have a guess.

15. Why was the stranger sent to prison?

16. What does it mean to desert in war?

17. Why do you think Mother is so upset by the stranger’s story?
a. Partly just because she is nice and kind but also because it reminds her of 

how much she’s missing her husband
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