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  Synonyms in context.

Alabama News 2nd December 1955 

Yesterday, a black woman was arrested on a 

Montgomery bus, for refusing1 to relinquish 

her seat to a white passenger. Two police-

men were called to the scene by the bus 

driver, who accused the woman of  being 

disorderly and defiant2.  

Rosa Parks, a 42-year-old seamstress at a 

local department store, boarded the bus after 

work last evening and sat in the section3 

reserved for black passengers, as required4 

by the segregation law in Alabama. When 

the white section of the bus filled up, the 

driver, Mr. James Blake, demanded that she 

vacate5 her seat. Mrs. Parks, who claims 

that she was tired after her long day at work, 

refused to move. The driver called the     

police, who arrested her and removed her 

from the bus. Mrs. Parks, who is a very   

senior member of the local branch of the 

National Association for the Advancement 

of Coloured People (NAACP), is no 

stranger6 to public attention.  

 

 

 

 

 

She and her husband Raymond, also an ac-

tive member of the NAACP, are both active 

in helping black people to register to vote 

and have taken part in numerous7 protests 

against the segregation laws. Previously, she 

was thrown8 off a bus when she refused to 

use the back door that black passengers are 

required to use. 

Mrs. Parks’s court appearance will take 

place9 on Monday when she will be charged 

with disorderly10 conduct and defying seg-

regation law. Members of the black commu-

nity have called for a bus boycott in protest 

at her arrest.  

Black woman arrested on bus 
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