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OBITUARY 

AMELIA  EARHART,  A PILOT OF COURAGE AND SKILL 

July 20, 1937. 

Hope has now sadly been officially 

abandoned that Amelia Earhart can 

have survived her last adventurous 

flight, after being missing for over a 

fortnight. Miss Earhart left Miami, 

Florida, on June 1st to fly round the 

world from west to east, with Fred 

Noonan as navigator. Her machine 

was a Lockheed Electra. She arrived 

at Dumdum aerodrome, Calcutta, on 

June 17th, having covered more 

than half her journey. From there 

she flew to the Australian port of  

Darwin, arriving in the early hours 

of June 28th. Three days later, Miss 

Earhart took-off for Howland Island 

which was the most hazardous part 

of her itinerary. Although Mayday 

signals for help are reported to have 

been received from her, she has nev-

er been seen again and prolonged 

searches by sea and air have failed 

to discover any traces of her or her 

plane. 

Amelia Earhart was born in Kansas 

on July 24, 1898. During the War 

she served with the Canadian Red 

Cross, and afterwards studied at Co-

lumbia University. She then learnt 

to fly, but her occupation in life was 

social welfare work among children 

in Boston. 

Miss Earhart was 30 years old when 

she first crossed the Atlantic by air. 

Mrs Amy Guest, wife of the former 

Secretary of State for Air, financed 

the flight to the tune of £8.000, and 

had originally intended to fly in the 

plane herself. After much thought 

she decided to give up her place to 

Miss Earhart

The three-engined aircraft was fitted 

with floats as an extra safety feature 

and was aptly named ‘Friendship’.  

Miss Earhart – with  her pilot and 

mechanic - left Newfoundland on 

17th June 1928 and 21 hours later 

touched down in South Wales.   

It was not until after her marriage 

- on February 7, 1931- to George 

Putnam, of the famous publishing 

house, that she was able to realize 

her ambition of flying the Atlantic 

as a solo pilot, and famously she 

was to become the first woman to 

do so. She was quite frank about 

her feelings. She did not profess 

that the flight would do any good 

to anyone. "I did it really for fun," 

she said, "not to set up any records 

or anything like that."  

This time she chose a fast single-

engined aeroplane and on May 20, 

1932, she set off from Harbour 

Grace, Newfoundland. After 13 

hours she made landfall in the 

town of Donegal, in the west of 

Ireland. Miss Earhart had made 

the fastest Atlantic crossing to 

date. 

She encountered difficulties with  

various instruments during her 

flight, but she was an experienced 

pilot and doubtless her previous 

crossing stood her in good stead. 

When she was still four hours out 

one section of the engine exhaust 

began to leak. At the same time she 

met bad weather and had to begin 

blind flying, and soon after her al-

timeter failed her. Amelia Earhart 

told our Aeronautical reporter that 

she then climbed up into the clouds 

until the tachometer froze, "and 

then I knew I couldn't be near the 

sea." She thought she went up to 

12,000ft., but ice began to form on 

the wings and the clouds were still 

heavy above her. Meanwhile the 

intense heat around the leaking ex-

haust began to burn away the metal. 

She looked over at it and wished 

she hadn't as she saw flames com-

ing out, and it worried her all night. 

Other parts began to work loose, the 

plane began to shake and the engine 

‘began to run rough.’ Petrol leaked 

into the cockpit from the petrol 

gauge, and there was the danger 

that the fumes should reach the ex-

haust and explode. 

At last she guessed she had made 

Ireland, but could not be sure, so 

she turned north until she saw the 

hills above the mouth of the River 

Foyle. Following the railway track, 

she made an almost perfect landing 

on a farm near Londonderry, and 

was warmly greeted and entertained 

by the farmer and his wife. 

When Miss Earhart travelled on to 

London the next day she was met 

by her adoring, proud husband and  

a huge crowd of well-wishers. 
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