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  Comprehension 2 - The Isle of  Man

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish_Sea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Ireland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scotland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wales
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capital_city
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Douglas,_Isle_of_Man
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Onchan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temperate
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Snaefell
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ronaldsway
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   Comprehension 3 - 1969

Since the mobile screening car-
avan went on the road on July 
1, 270 women have been 
screened in the London Bor-
ough of Hackney and the cam-
paign is having to turn away 
many women because the de-
mand has been so great. They 
say they need six more cara-
vans to give other councils an 
opportunity to screen women.   

Man Takes First 

Steps on the Moon 

Neil Armstrong became the first 
man to take a walk on the 
moon’s surface early today. The 
spectacular moment came after 
he had inched his way down the 
ladder of the fragile lunar bug 
Eagle while colleague Edwin 
Aldrin watched his movements 
from inside the craft.  

The landing, on the Sea of   
Tranquility, was near perfect 
and the very first words from 
the moon came from Aldrin: 
“Tranquility base, the Eagle has 
landed”.  

Armstrong reported that they 
were all in good shape and there 
was no need to worry about 
them. They had experienced no 
difficulty in manoeuvring the 
module in the moon’s gravity. 
There were tense moments in 
the mission control centre at 
Houston while they awaited 
news of the safe landing. When 
it was confirmed, one ground 
controller was heard to say: 
“We’re breathing again.” 

It was 03:56 a.m. when         
Armstrong stepped off the      
ladder from Eagle and onto the 
moon’s surface. The module’s 
hatch had opened at 03:39 a.m.  

The astronauts spent 25 minutes 
exploring the area and they then 
planted a flag and unveiled a 
special plaque which contained       
President Nixon’s signature and 
an inscription which read: “Here 
man from planet earth”. “First 
set foot upon the moon, July, 
1969, A.D. We came in peace 
for all mankind”. 

 

Divers investigating the wreck 
of H.M.S Romney off the Isles 
of Scilly found gold and silver 
coins, gold rings and pieces of 
eight  during the weekend. 

The Romney, one of the ships 
of Rear Admiral Sir Cloudesley      
Shovell’s fleet, sank off the  
Scillies in 1707 after striking 
rocks. Five ships and 2,000 men 
were lost, including the Rear 
Admiral and his flagship, the               
Association.   

Monday 21 July 1969 

New 50p coins stolen 

Thieves got away with 87 sacks 
all containing new 50p coins 
from a container train as it was 
waiting at South Lambeth goods 
yard on Saturday night. The 
coins value is £21,750 in total. 
The theft was discovered as the 
train arrived at Leeds at 05:23 
a.m. 

Downing Street announced    
today that the government will 
be establishing a Commission 
on Environmental Pollution. 
An advisory council is also to 
be established to deal with      
pollution by noise — no bad 
thing, perhaps, with Concorde 
and the Jumbo Jet about to 
darken our skies.     

 

London Hospital 

to be rebuilt. 

 

The London Hospital is to be 
rebuilt and extended. It will     
contain 1,300 beds in new 
buildings ranging from one to 
seven storeys. Two new 16-
storey blocks will be used as 
nurses’ homes and a third for 
research. The Greater London 
Council’s Planning Committee 
has granted outline planning 
permission for the development 
on a site of over 25 acres.  

The hospital authorities already 
own the property within the 
area, and the occupants of the 
houses, now being  demolished, 
are being found new homes. 

The project is expected to cost 
£5 million and completion is 
expected in July 1971.    

Below is a reproduction of the front page of the Times newspaper from 21 July 1969. 

Wilson announces 

new pollution  

initiative 

Women’s National 

Cancer Control  

Campaign success 

Divers bring up 

more gold coins 



   Comprehension 3 - 1969



   Comprehension 3 - 1969



   Comprehension 3 - 1969



 

 Comprehension 4 — Doctor Elizabeth Blackwell

OBITUARY 

DR. ELIZABETH BLACKWELL. 

June 2, 1910. 

We regret to announce that 

Elizabeth Blackwell. M.D. died 

on Tuesday, in her 90th year, 

after a long illness, at Rock 

House, Hastings. The funeral 

will take place on Wednesday 

9th June at Kilmun, Argyll.  

Dr. Elizabeth Blackwell was in 

the fullest sense of the word, a 

pioneer. She was to become the 

first woman whose name was 

placed on the British Medical 

register.  

Elizabeth was born in Bristol 

on February 3, 1821, the third 

daughter and third child in a 

family which afterwards num-

bered nine brothers and sisters. 

Her father was a successful 

sugar refiner and in 1832 the 

family emigrated to the United 

States. Sadly, a few years later, 

in 1838, Mr Blackwell died, 

leaving his widow and children 

wholly unprovided for. Eliza-

beth was then 17. 

She and her two elder sisters    

courageously took upon them-

selves the maintenance of the 

family. They opened a school, 

and by hard and strenuous work 

managed to keep the wolf from 

the door and to provide an edu-

cation for the younger children. 

In 1843, a friend persuaded 

Elizabeth to pursue a career in 

medicine.  

After tremendous efforts and  

numerous failures Blackwell 

obtained entrance in 1847 into 

the medical school attached to 

the University of Geneva in the 

State of New York, where her 

‘carefully hoarded earnings’ just  

sufficed for her maintenance 

during her period of study. 

When Elizabeth received her 

degree, it was in the presence of 

a great crowd and the event 

caused a considerable stir in 

England as well as in America. 

The seemingly impossible was 

now accomplished — the world 

now had its first woman doctor. 

Elizabeth shared her good friend 

Miss Florence Nightingale’s 

belief that “cleanliness is the 

supreme goal in medicine, its 

foundation and its crown”.  

How to keep people well and 

healthy was her aim rather than 

cure them after they were ill. 

Whenever she could, Elizabeth 

toured the country lecturing on 

“Medicine as a profession for 

women.”  

Elizabeth Blackwell was a great 

woman, a great pioneer, and a 

great example to her fellow 

citizens. She retained to ex-

treme old age remarkable men-

tal powers, but an accidental 

fall in Scotland in 1907 enfee-

bled her physical strength. She 

never married and her adopted 

daughter tended her to the last 

with unfailing devotion. and 

kept her constantly acquainted 

with the various phases of the 

campaign for women’s suffrage 

in which she took to the last the 

keenest interest. Her later years 

were spent in a pretty, large, 

charmingly situated house at 

Hastings, and it was there that 

Elizabeth passed away. 

Elizabeth Blackwell will be 

buried in the Highlands of  

Scotland. Her life, has changed 

medicine forever. America now 

has over 7000 women doctors - 

a dramatic testament to the 

power and success of her stead-

fast dedication to her goals in 

the face of overwhelming    

obstacles.  
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