
 ACRONYM 

  

A word formed from the  first letters of other words. 

NATO   SCUBA   ASAP   WIP 

ALLITERATION           Several words beginning with the same letter next to each other in the same 

sentence.  Sara’s seven sisters slept soundly in Stevenage. 

ANAGRAM A word or phrase formed by using the letters from another. 

FLOW/WOLF    LOOPED/POODLE 

ANTONYM A word that has the opposite meaning to another. 

HOT/COLD    EMPTY/FULL     SHORT/TALL 

COLLECTIVE 

NOUN 

A word that refers to a group of people, animals, or things.  

A herd of cows, a flock of sheep 

CONSONANT All the letters in the alphabet that aren’t vowels.  

HOMONYM A word that is spelt the same as another but has a different meaning.  

WOUND/WOUND          DATE/DATE                  HANDLE/HANDLE 

HOMOPHONE A word that is pronounced the same as another but has a different spelling 
and meaning.   

COARSE/COURSE          THEIR/THERE             BOLDER/BOULDER 

METAPHOR An expression in which a word or phrase is applied to an object or action to 

which it is not literally applicable.   

Rishi has a heart of stone. 

OXYMORON A phrase where opposite words appear together. 

AWFULLY GOOD              PRETTY UGLY             SERIOUSLY FUNNY 

PALINDROME A word or phrase that reads the same when spelt forwards and backwards. 

RADAR     KAYAK    LEVEL     MADAM 

PERSONIFICATION An expression where human qualities are given to an object that is not     

human. 

The camera loves him. 

SIMILE A phrase that compares one thing to another of a different kind. 

As blind as a bat, as bright as a button 

SUPERLATIVE A word that expresses the highest degree. 

bravest, best, tallest 

SYNONYM A word with the same meaning to another. 

SIMPLE/EASY           SHORT/BRIEF              RAPID/FAST 

TAUTOLOGY A phrase that includes a superfluous word. 

The two twins always dressed alike. 


